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bearing the name of Christian, and managing local afiairs,
with a council of five elected by the people. The community
is self-supporting.

NAURU

Though but a small island 12 miles in circumference,
Nauru is valuable for its extensive phosphate deposits.
Originally annexed by Germany, it was surrendered to an
Australian warship in the first world war, and is now an
Empire mandate, the administrator being at present appointed
by Australia. The phosphate deposits, with those of Ocean
island in the Gilbert and Ellice group, are worked by the
British Phosphate Commission. They total some 500,000
tons annually, and go chiefly to Australia and New Zealand.

THE NEW HEBRIDES
Lying between the Solomons and Fiji, this group of
islands is under joint administration by Britain and France
according to the terms of the Convention of 1906. The
arrangement in this instance has not been conspicuously
successful, and the future regime of the islands is doubtful.
First discovered by the Portuguese, the islands were given
their present name by Captain Cook. Owing to quarrels
between British and French settlers and traders, a joint
administration was decided upon as a way out of the diffi-
culties. The total area of the group is about 5,700 square
miles, but the climate is hot and damp and not very suitable
for Europeans, though there are nearly 100 white people
in the islands, mostly French subjects. The native people,
about 50,000, are Melanesians, Sandalwood, coffee, copra
r and other tropical products are exported, but the islands
need further development and a more settled form of
administration.